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mothorax - An institutional
report and review

T Inoue, M Nishihira, I Wakamatsu, O Araki,
Y Karube, S Kobayashi, T Sado, M Chida
Department of General Thoracic Surgery,
Dokkyo Medical University, Tochigi, Japan

OBJECTIVE : Catamenial pneumothorax (CP) is
classified as a part of thoracic endometriosis syn-
drome, represents 3—6% of spontaneous pneumotho-
rax cases in menstruating women, and usually in-
volves the right side of the thorax (85-95%). Many
patients show diaphragm lesions, which may occur
because of the endometrial tissue migrates through
the diaphragm. However, currently, few studies have
reported on CP in young women. We defined juve-
nile CP (JCP) as CP in <19 year olds and per-
formed a systematic literature review on CP using
our institutional findings and those in previous stud-
ies.

METHODS : We enrolled all patients with CP
treated at our institutions from January 2002 to June
2013 and conducted a search of the medical litera-
ture on CP.

RESULTS : Our literature review identified 29
cases of JCP, and we included these in our analysis.
JCP occurred more frequently on the left side than
CP in older patients (right 14, left 16 ; 412 vs. 23 ;
p<0.01), and significantly fewer JCP patients pre-
sented with diaphragm lesions than older patients
(16.7% vs. 86.0%, p<0.01).

CONCLUSIONS : CP showed no laterality and
had fewer diaphragm lesions in juvenile ases than
older patients. Accordingly, JCP may have a differ-
ent mechanism of action and may represent a sepa-

rate entity of CP.
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