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Abstract

The first Japanese psychiatric facilities were set up in the Meiji era. The position of psychiatric
nursing and mental health nursing education in the Meiji era is worth serious consideration. This
research purpose is to study the mental health nursing education during the Meiji era and compare
details in the nursing textbooks in Meiji era. The first step is to compare the details of texts from
mental health nursing's part of 10 nursing textbooks in the Meiji era. The next is to abstract the
nature and support of the techniques which were required for mental health nurses and cluster
analysis was performed about the distribution characteristic of each items. The result is, in the
cluster analysis, each item has to be classified into two clusters. In conclusion, mental health nurses
required "patience", "sympathy", "affection”, "courtesy'’, "knowledge of mental diseases’, "fairness',
"honest”, etc. as the nature, and "keeping clean", "observation of self-harm, mayhem and a suicide

plan", "a check of a dangerous object’, "occupational therapy", etc. as support techniques. Most of
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these items are necessary in nursing education.
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