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Current Status of Liver and Pancreas Transplantation

Keiichi Kubota

Second Department of Surgery, Dokkyo Medical University

About 7000 and 450 liver transplantations (LTx) are
performed for curing patients with end-stage liver diseas-
es in US and Japan, respectively. In US, LTx using brain-
death donors are popular (95%), while living donor LTx is
mostly performed in Japan (87%). In Japan, the outcome
of living donor LTx is almost equal to that of LTx using
brain—death donor. On the other hand, pancreas transplan-

tation (PTx) is performed mainly for patients with typel

diabetes. In US, about 1400 cases of PTx are performed
per year, while, in Japan, about 40 cases are performed
per year. Although the number of PTx is small, good
results are obtained by a national team (1-, 3-, and 5-
year pancreas graft function rate : 86.1%, 79.2%, 73.9%).
In future, we need to resolve the problem of donor short-

age.



