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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] Our purpose was to investigate vocational readiness and attitudes toward ambiguity
in nursing students.

[Methods] Surveys were distributed to 1,023 nursing students. The survey questions included
personal attributes, the Vocational Readiness Scale and Attitude toward Ambiguity Scale.

[Results] Answers from 642 respondents [572 females, 70 males : age 21.1+29 yr (mean *stan-
dard deviation)] were included (valid response rate : 62.8%). The early-decision-making type
was the most common type.

Students with work experience scored higher on the Vocational Readiness Scale than those who
did not (68.1 vs. 60.7 points, median) (p<<0.001). According to school year, first-year students (62.7
points) scored significantly higher on the Vocational Readiness Scale than the fourth-year (59.9
points) and second-year students (60.1 points) (p<<0.05).

The score on “acceptance of ambiguity” was higher in males than in females (4.5 vs. 4.3 points).
Students without work experience had a higher score on “anxiety toward ambiguity  than those
with work experience (4.3 vs. 4.1 points) (p<0.0001). Students with avoidance-of-career-deci-
sion-making pattern (3.9 points) had a higher score on “acceptance of ambiguity” than those with
the encounter pattern or mid-avoidance pattern (3.6 points each) (p<0.01 each). Students with
work experience had a higher score on “control of ambiguity” than those who did not (4.9 vs. 45
points) (p<0.01), and students with the predecessor pattern (3.9 points) had a lower score on
“exclusion of ambiguity” than those with the early-decision or encounter pattern (4.2 points each)
(p<0.01 each).

[Conclusion] We clarified the work readiness and attitudes toward ambiguity among nursing
students. Future studies need to investigate how nursing students can be supported to increase

their vocational readiness according to their attitude towards ambiguity.

Keywords : vocational readiness, attitudes towards ambiguity, students nursing, education career.
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