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The Management of Patients who are Jehovah’s Witnesses

Masahito Hitosugi, Akira Kurosu, Toshiaki Nagai, Shogo Tokudome

Department of Legal Medicine, Dokkyo University School of Medicine

The management of patients who are Jehovah’s Witnesses
involves important medical, legal and ethical considerations.
Patients who are Jehovah’s Witnesses refuse blood transfu-
sions because of their religious convictions. The wishes of
these patients must be respected in accordance with the princi-
ple of informed consent and the right of self- determination.
The Supreme Court also stated that” the patient’s right to
decision-making” is part of the patient’s” personal right” in

a court case concerning a forced blood transfusion in Japan.

Because the physicians are often confused about providing
information and receiving consent when the patients who are
Jehovah’s Witnesses undergo treatment that might require

blood transfusion, comprehensive guidelines should be pre-

. pared in each hospital. The patient’s wishes should be respect-

ed when they have abilities making an informed choice.
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