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Autopsy Finding and Clinical Diagnosis : Analysis of Consecutive 1, 360 Autopsy Cases for 22 Years
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In Dokkyo Medical University Koshigaya Hospital, a
total of 1, 360 autopsies (male 924 : female 436) were
performed from January 1984 to December 2005. The
rate of autopsy cases out of the total deaths consistent-
ly tended to decrease, from 47.6 % in 1985 to 2.6 % in
2005. Primary causes of death in autopsies cases were
mostly malignant neoplasm. Final pathological diagno-
ses were consistent with clinical diagnoses in 1134 (83.4
%) out of the total autopsy cases, while there were
major discrepancies between autopsy findings and
clinical diagnoses in the remaining 226 (16.6 %) cases.

In this manuscript, a total numbers of autopsy cases
per year, a number of autopsy in each department,
percentage of the main pathological diagnosis, numbers
of cases with malignant neoplasm, cardiovascular dis-

eases, and thromboembolisms a number of cases in the
emergency medical center were analyzed.

Although the number of autopsy cases continues to
decline also in Koshigaya Hospital, maximal efforts
should be made to increase a number of autopsy cases
since a certain level of autopsy rate is needed for ac-
creditation of educational facilities of trainee doctors
and specialists in some areas of medicine. It should also
be remembered that autopsy is very important and ef-
fective to understand the exact mechanism of patients’
death.

Key words : autopsy, pathological diagnose, malignant tu-

mor, clinical diagnose, direct cause of death.



