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Discussion Based on Experiencing Pediatric Cases of Long-Term Brain Death

George Imataka, Keiko Tsukada, Masahide Fujisawa, Kenji Miyamoto,

Susumu Hagisawa, Hideo Yamanouchi, Jun-ichi Hirao, Osamu Arisaka

Department of Pediatrics, Dokkyo Medical University School of Medicine

We herein report three pediatric cases that stayed at our
hospital for a long period of time after they were deter-
mined to be clinically brain death. The “Criteria for the di-
agnosis of brain death in children” issued by the Ministry of
Welfare in 1999 was referred to for determining brain
death. Although a sufficient number of pediatric cases of
brain death in Japan has not yet been accumulated, one of
the problems has been that many pediatric cases of brain
death involve a long-term course. The pediatric ward of

our hospital currently does not have an environment suit-

able for end-of-life care to manage pediatric cases suffering
from long-term clinical brain death, so child patients with
long-term brain death are currently being managed togeth-
er with general pediatric cases of acute-phase hospitaliza-
tion. It is hoped that terminal-phase beds that enable long-
term treatment and management will be secured in the

pediatric ward of our hospital as soon as possible.

Key Words : brain death, terminal care, long-term, pediat-
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