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Relationship between the occurrence of inadvertent Human Errors and Scores in the Trial Examination

Masahito Hitosugi, Hitoshi Sugaya, Hideki Hirabayashi, Tadashi Senoo, Shuichi Ueda,
Kazutaka Shimoda, Nozomu Tadokoro, Hiroaki Furuta

Medical Education Center for National Examination, Dokkyo Medical University School of Medicine

To examine the relationship between the occurrence of
inadvertent human errors and examination scores, the re-
sults of the trial examination were analyzed. The 102 of 6™
grade medical students took the trial examination for the
National Examination for Physicians’ which consist of 500
multiple—choice questions. More than half of the students
(52.9%) made inadvertent errors during the examination.
Two-third of errors were either selecting the wrong num-
ber of answer options (i.e. when a two choice selection was
required, only one choice was selected).

There was no significant relationship between the occur-

rence of inadvertent human errors and their scores. How-

ever, the mean score of the students who made more than
two errors in 400 questions was 61.4+6.1%, significantly
lower than those of other students (65.6+5.3%). Attention
to avoid the inadvertent human errors during the examina-
tion might be emphasized for all students. Furthermore, the
intervention to reduce the inadvertent human errors is es-

pecially needed for the students with low scores.

Key words : examination, inadvertent human error, score,
medical education, National Examination for

Physicians’



